ev doperenene of science, with a 
lew. to ighten mankind and make 
therm more The 
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Vout. III. 


THE SEARCH APT§R TRUTH. 


A certain French writer gives us the 
following account of an English doctor 
in search after truth : 

“ About thirty years ago a-wociety of 
English literati was formed in London, 
who undertook to visit the.various re- 

ions of the globe in quest of information 


apaners. These questions amounted in 
number to 3,500. — they were 


all different for each of travellers, 
an 


who had drawn them up with th 


the explanation of one difficulty, frequent- . 
ly on the solution of another, 
and on that which precedes it; 


| pan vemny be led, in the search of 


farther we could have at first 

ined. In short, to use the very ex- 
pressions of the president in their in- 
structions, ft was the most splendid edi- 
fice that any nation had ever erected for 
the of promoting general know- 


_ ledge, which, he added, was a sufficient 


his colleagues, was perfectly sensible that _ 


Kin 


proof of the necessity of academical so- 
cieties to arrange the truths 


dispersed over the whole extent of the 


earth. 

“ Besides being, provided with this 
volume of questions, each ofthe learned — 
travellers was commissioned, purchase 
by the way, the most ancient,copies of 
the bible, and the rarest manaderipts of 


still more useful, good. 
endorsed by the most eminent 
London. 
“ The most learned of these dgetors, 
who understood the. Hebrew, Arabic, 
and Hindoo was sent over- 


every art and of every science. He first | 
went to Holland, and visited sucees 


of Mount Cassim, he coutinued his jour- 
ney to Javain Arabia, and afterwards to 


No. 1. 
every ; Or aples pains 
this purpose vip Bhe fund 
this purpose the fun 
society were to yed by subscrip- had procured all of eth fete sof re- 
tions contributed by merchants, peers, commendation to uls, inisters, 
bishops, the universities, the royal family, and in the 
and even by several sovereigns of the places they were to Visit} Mine mab Was 
north of Sain. These literati were 
twenty in number, and the _ society 
in Londotrhad furnished each of them 
with a volume, containing a list of the 
uestions to which they were to procure 
were about to allcon- the synagogue of Amsterdam 
nected with each other in such 4 manner snail of Dordrecht--in France, the sor- 
that the light diffused over one, must ne- bonne and academy of sciences at Paris 
cessarily have extended toall theothers. — in Italy a great number of academies, 
“ The president of the royal society, museums, and libraries; among Seren 
Said of the museum of Florence, the i 
St. Mark at Venice, and that ot a- 
tican at Rome. , He next to 
Constantinople, where, for money, he 
was permitted to inspect all: boks in 
the mosqueof St. ana the 
Turkish ys w 
three years, he & ed 


= 


_* 


~ 
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on the banks of the Ganges at Benares, 
the Athens of India, where he conferred 
with the Bramins. His collections of 
ancient editions, original works, rare ma- 
nuscripts, copies, extracts, and annota- 
tions of every kind, by this time exceeded 
in magnitude anything that had ever been 
made by an individual; suffice it to = 
that it formed ninety packages, weigh- 
ing together, nine thousand fjve hundred 
and forty pounds. He was on the point 
cargo 0 wiedge, overjoyed at havin 
exceeded the hopes of the royal soelety, 
when a very simple reflection conve 
all his pleasures into mortification. 
“He considered that, after having 
conferred with Jewish rabbieg, the Pro- 


- testant ministers, the Catholic doctors— ., 


academicians of Paris, of La Crusca, of 
the Arcades, and twenty-four more of 
the most celebrated academies of Italy — 
the Greek papas, the Turkish molhas, the 
Artmenian verbiests, the Persian seidres 
and oasys, the Arab sheikhs, the ancient 
parsees, the Indian pandects, so far from 
ving elucidated any one of the three 
thousand five hundred questions of the 
royal he had only gontributed 
to multiply doubts relative to them ; and 
as they were all conn with 
other, the result was the very reverse of 
the illustrious president's idea; viz., the 
obscurity of one solution darkened the 
evidence of another; the plainest truths 
had become quite problematical, and it 
was even impossible to discover a single 
one in this vast lahyrinth of oon - 


| tory answers and authorities, 


Now he had obtained, upon an ave- 


‘rage, five different solutions to each of 


the questions proposed by the royal so- 
ciety, which gave for the whole three 
thousand five hundred — a total 
of seventeen thousand five hundred an- 
swers; and | that each 
colleagues should bring home 
as many, the royal sdolety would conse- 
— have to solve three hundred and 
fty thousand diffloulties, before the 
could establish one single truth on a soli 
stead of making each pro on conve 
towards a common 
their instructions, would, on the contrary, 
cause them to diverge from each other, 
without any Pepe of approximating 
them, Another reflection likewise gave 
the doctor groat unensiness. It was 


of his: 


‘years, . Sometimes he tho 


this, that, though he had employed in his. 
laborious investigations all the coolness 
of his country, and a politeness for which 
he was eminently distinguished, he had 
yet made implacable enemies of all the 
doctors with whom he had argued.— 
What, then, said he, can secure the 

of my countrymen, when, instead of 
truth, I bring them, in my ninety bales, 
new subjects of doubt and of dispute ? 

“ He was on the point of embarki 
for England, with a mind divided be- 
tween perplexity and t, when the 
Bramins of Benares informed him that 
the superior Bramin of the celebrated 
pagoda of Jagernayt, situated on the 
coast of Orixa, on the sea-shore, near 
one of the mouths of the G was 
alone capable of resolving all the ques- 
tions of the —_ society of London, 
He was, in truth, the most re 
dect or doctor that ever was heard of; | 
ye came to consult him from all parts 
of India, and even from various other 
regions of Asia, 

“ The English doctor immediately set 
out for Caloutta, and applied to the prin- 
- officer of the East India Company, 
who fitted him out with costly presents 
and servants, and every thing necessary 
for his journey and reception at the tem- 
ple of this celebrated Bramin. , 
~ Being thus provided, he set forward 
on his journey. By the he con- 
sidered what question he shotild first put 
to the chief of the Bramins, whether he 
should begin with one of the three hun- 
dred and sixty-eight that related to the 
seurces and inundations of the G 
of that concerning the alternate an 
8 ye ourrents of the Indian sea, 
which might contribute towards the dis- 
covery of the sources and ical 
movements of the ocean over the whole 
. or whether he should interrogate 
the Bramin on the universality of the 
deluge, which has caused so many dis- 
putes, or go back still further and in- 
quire whether it be true that the sun has 
several times altered his course, and risen 
in the west and set in the east, according 


to the tradition of the priests of E 
recérded by Herodotus; or to question 
him concerning the period of the crea- 


tion of the world, to.which the Indians 

give an antiquity of several millions of 

to question him 

of government for a | 


¢ more 
best 


or upon the rights of man, of which no 
code exists in any country; but these 
last questions were not in his book.— 
However, said the doctor to himself, I 
should think it advisable, in the first 
place, to ask the 
fs possible to discover truth ; for if this is 
to be done by means of reason, as I have 
hitherto been ying to find it, reason 
varies in every individual. I must there- 
fore ask him where truth is to be sought; 
for if it is in books, they often contradict 
each other, and even the bible has for 
been misunderstood by the most 
learned men, 80 as to give rise to nu- 
merous sects and hy ons; and. lastly 
whether truth should be communica 
to men, for no sooner do you make them 
uainted with it, than you see them at 
ee with you. 
“ These three preliminary questions 
were not thought of by our venerable 
ent. If the Bramin of J ut 
oan resolve then, I shall e key 
to all the sciences ; and what is still more 
desirable, [ shall live in peace with all 
the world. 
Journey of two weeks, 
, Aa two wee 
he arrived at the of this celebrated 
Bramin. After the my of his 
presents and many in oeremo- 
nies, he was admitted into his august 


presence, 
“He found him with his long white 
beard, in the dress of the Bramins, and 


on and s0 
a motionless that he did not turn 
4 e6, 
“The doctor, being seated cross-leg- 


ged on the carpet, was not permitted 


till the pandect inquired the cause 
visit 


The doctor replied, that having heard 
of the extraordinary reputation of the 
chief of the Bramins, he had come to 


ey for the purpose of consulti 


im, and to inquire the means by whi 
t be discovered YY 


= replied. Truth can be 
“Where must truth be 


= rejoined the doctor. 

‘ 
undred and tw ousand years 
in the Sansecrit whieh known 
onty to the Bramine. 


‘mult in the assembly, 


with his fists, and saying witha 
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“The doctor then said to the high 
est of Jagernaut; since God has con- 
ned truth to books, which are = un- 
derstood by the Bramins, it must thence 
t from the greatest part of man- 
ind, who are iguevens even of the exist- 
ence of the Bramins. Now were this the 
case, God would not be just. 

“Such was the will of Brama, re- 
plied the high priest. It is impossible to 
oppose the will of Brama. 

‘Th 


e doctor then proposed his third 
question: Ought truth | to be communi- 
cated to man 


“It is often prudent, said the 
ndect to conceal it from all the d; 
ut it is the duty of all to tell it to the 
Whet! cried the in English 
What e t 
doctor, should the+truth be told to the 
Bramins, who never communicate it to 
any one. In truth, the Bramins are ex- 


ceedingly unjust. 
“ These words produced a dreadful tu- 
They had heard 
God taxed with injustice out mur. 
muring ; but they could not so calmly hear 
e ects, the faqul e 
the their were 
desirous to argue at once owl 
lish doctor; but the high priest of Ja. 
aut commanded silence, 
d voice: 
The Bramins dispute not like the doctors 
of Rurope. He then arose, and retired 
amid the acclamations of the whole as- 
sembly, and thus closed the conference, 
The r retired, and as he pursued his 
way in search of shelter for the nigh 
amid a shower of rain, he said to hi A 
the Indian proverb is but too that 
Euro who comes to India ac- 
uires patience if he has none, or looses 
it if he has, For my part I have cer. 
tainly lost mine. that 
I cannot learn =e t means tru mer 
be found, where it should be ht, 
whether it ought to be communicated to 


the whole world to errors and disputes. 


have copied the foregoing singulas: 


the utter impossibility and folly of under. 
taking to come at truth by the learning 
and of man) asaleothe absurdity 
of supposing truth to be confined to 


vo in order to show" 


erefore, is doomed over: 


to 
n 
oh 
ae a little recollection, lef 
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narrow bounds of somecertain book. If 
we were to say that truth was only known 
to the Jews, to the Gentiles, or to the 
Nephites; or that it was nowhere to be 
found except in the bible, the book of 
Mormon, or some other sacred record ; 
it would be equally absurd with the as- 
sertion that it was known only to the 
Bramins,and the charge of injustice would 
stand equally clear in this case ; from the 
fact that the greater part of mankind 
have neither been privileged with the 
possession of the sacred books, nor with 
power to read them. 

We shall now proceed to answer the 
three important inquiries of the learned 
doctor, viz., 

7 Bip. what means tryth may be 

t: 
econdly,— Where it may be found ? 

Thirdly,— Whether it ought to be com- 
municated to man? 

But first, as a preliminary, let us in- 

ire What is truth?” To this we re- 
py i the lan e of a modern reve- 

on, “ truth is a knowledge of things 
as they are, and as they were, and as 
me are to come.” This short sentence 
includes all truth which is in existence 
in the universe ; whether natural or spiri- 
tual, scientific or religious. 
| “ All truth ist ndent in its own 
here” —all truth is eternal and un- 
e, and therefore sacred. Jn- 
telligence, or the light of truth was never 
created, neither i can be.” 
Truth (or light) is the law by which 
things afte governed, and by which 
they move in Geir order; in short it is 
the urilvergal law of life and motion 

Having now discovered what truth is, 
we shall to answer the important 
inguiry,—by what means truth may be 


e mind of man in infancy knows no- 
thing, it is a blank ; and yet so constructed 
as to be capable of expanding, and gradu- 
ally receiving truth. *It is endued with 
Many gifts, all of which may be gradu- 
ally perfected and brought into use, viz. 
seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smelling, 
thinking, and speech. Now as the in- 
fant, at birth, is not in possession of, or 
ip other words, does not comprehend one 
le truth, consequently every truth it 
receives must be imparted to it through 
the medium of one or other of these gifts 
vr senses; for without either seeing, hear- 
ing, feeling, tasting, smelling, or think- 


ing, it would be impossible for the mind 
to receive or comprehend any of 
truth. Now not one of these senses is 
prepared to act without an object to act 
upon; for exactly as we would seg, hear, 
feel, taste, smell, or think, we myst come 
in contact with some object upon which 
these several senses can act. All truth 
imparted to man through the medium of 
the senses, must be imparted from the 
great fountain; or in other words, from 
some being or thing which is already in 
— of the truth which it imparts. 

ith the foregoing considerations it is 
self-evident, t REVELATION IS THE 
ONLY MEANS BY WHICH TKUTH MAY BE 
SOUGHT. 

By the term Revelation, we do not 
mean something inseparably connected 
with books and letters; but simply this, 
that a higher intelligence can impart to 
a lower, as naturally as a stream will flow 
from a fountain, or as water seeks its own 
level; with this difference, that while a 
certain quantity of water is diminished 
by imparting to another quantity beneath 
it, intelligence is imparted without di- 
minishing aught from the amount 
sessed by him who impartsit. Hence it 
may be said, of one who possesses intelli- 
gence ; that “ giving does not impoverish 
thee, nor withholding enrich thee.” | 

All the intelligence (or truth) which 
man possesses, has been im to him 
oy revelation from some being who was 

ready in possession of it; for instance, 
our parents and teachers have gradually 
revealed to our minds many important 
truths, none of which could have been 
known without ateacher. 

And there are many other truths which 
may be imparted to us by our fellow mor- 
tals who have acquired more intelligence 
than we are as yet in possession of. All 
written truths, were truths before they 
were written ; all written revelations,were 
revelations before they were written, 
therefore it follows that their is an origi- 
nal fountain of truth open to man, inde- 
— of all books; although truth may 

e written in a book, and may pos aay 
ed and received through that medium. 
aga man ae reveal truth to his fellow 

y written lan e (or signs) presented 
to the eye, my sounds fond to 
the ear. But could we come into pos- 
session of all the truths which are pub- 
lished in books or known among the 
most intelligent of our fellow mortals, 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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still we should have but barely crossed 
the threshold of the school of truth; there 
would remain an infinite field still unex- 
plored—a boundless expanse stored with 
the most sublime truths which eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of 
man conceived. 

To whom, then, shall man apply if he 

would still progress in the e of 
truth? We answer; he must ae to 
higher intelligences, for surely the prin- 
ciple will hold good to any extent, that 
the higher intelligences can impart to the 
lower. There is, doubtless, a being who 
is in possession of all truth ; and accor. 
ding to the testimony of many who have 
seen and heard, there are millions of beings 
(angels) of a higher order than mortal 
man. 
. These being longer in existence, and 
having access to other and distant parts 
of the universe, must certainly be in 
possession of much more truth than mor- 
tals; if so, it is in their power to com- 
municate those truths to those lower in- 
telligences to whom they have access, 
whenever and wherever they are com- 
missioned by the Almighty. 

In short, it is according to the testi- 
mony of good men of all former times 
and dispensations, and of many in this age, 
that the Almighty makes known to man 
YY dreams, visions, revelations, and angels 
the knowledge of the truth. If it be 
asked, then, by what means truth may be 
sought, we answer, by means of com- 
munion with God, Angels, and Spirits ; 
by manifestations, visions, and revela- 
tions. By these means, as we are inform- 
ed, men have not only come to the know- 
ledge of many moral truths, but have 
also derived agreat amount of knowledge 
concerning the past and the future; in- 
deed astronomy, geography, history, the 
arts and sciences, as well as moral truths, 
are subjects of revelation from God and 
angels to men. 

the means of visions, angels, and 
revelations, Noah learned to build a ship; 
Moses an ark and a tabernacle, Solomon 
a temple; while the workers in stone, 
wood, gold, silver, brass, iron, cloth, 
needle work, making of garments, &c., 
were inspired by the or and know- 
ledge of God, and were first taught by 
him, as the sacred history plainly declares. 
Moreover, it is said of Daniel and his 
fellows, and other eminent men who de- 
pended entirely on this source for know- 


ledge, that they were vastly more wise 


than all the wise men of their age, who 
did not hold communion with God. We 
now venture to affirm, that, there is no 
branch of truth or knowledge in the 
wide range of the universe, that is not 
a subject worthy of revelation, and that 
may not be sought and obtained at the 
hand of God, by those who hold com- 
munion with hin. 

By losing sight of this principle, men 
have been left for ages and generations 
to darkness, uncertainty, and doubt; 
“ever learning, but never able to come 
to the laouleline of the truth.” 

The human mind is capable of being 
expanded to infinitude. It can be en- 
larged to such a degree as to be able to 
comprehend all the truth in the universe. 

This brings us to the second proposi- 
tion, viz., 

“Where must truth be sought? or, 
rather, where shall it not be sought?” 

It may be found in the heavens and 
in the earth, in the sun, moon, stars, 
planets; above, below, around, in, and 
through all things. The history of the 

ast, the predictions of the future, the 
acts of the present—all these are so 
many fields of truth, and all within the 
aah of thought, aided by divine reves 
lation. No historical fact so lost in the 


ages of antiquity ; no prophetit 


act so distant in the womb of the future; 
no present fact so broad, so high, or so 
deep ; no world $o distant but what the 
spirit of truth may comprehend and com- 
municate it to man. 
The mind of man is limited by circum- 
stances ; but not by any lack of the pow- 


ers of expansion in itself. To illustrate . 


this principle, for instance, the philoso- 
phers of Greece and Rome, with all 
their depth of thought never attained a 
knowledge of the history, inhabitants, 
soil, climate, productions, and geogra hy 
of America, while the modern school- 

knows all about it. Shall we say, then, 
that modern minds are endued with some 
inherent principle superior to the an- 
cients? No; the difference is not in 
the capacity of the mind, but in the cir- 
cumstances which tend to expand or con, 


y= 


tract the mind. The minds of the amp & 
cients were bound in their geographical ™ 


researches, by that then impassable har- 
rier the Atlantic ocean, which was not 
overcome by Europeans till the days of 
Columbus. It was, therefare, their cir- 


eumstances, and not their intellect, that 
nted them from obtaining a know- 
ledge of America. And so it is with the 
human mind, in regard to all other 
knowledge ; it does not lack the capacit 
to comprehend, or the ability to uel, 
so as to the wide expanse of eter- 
nity; but without divine aid, it lacks the 
power to soar aloft amid unnumbered 
worlds; to descend to the depths, or 
ascend to the heights of the universe of 
God. But revelation overcomes all these 
natural barriers ; it unlocks the treasures 
of the deep, it opens the archives of the 
heavens, and unfolds the most stupen- 
dous, d, and sublime treasures of 
eternal truth. Here, then, is the key of 
knowledge, which the learned Engli 
doctor long sought, but failed to And 
and this because he sought it not by 
faith, but by the wisdom of man. 
- We come now to the third and last 


proposition, viz., 
an?” — ings who are in posses- 
sion of truth feel athe leasure in com- 
municating it to all other beings who 
delight to receive it. Hence the plea- 
sure of imparting and receiving truth is 
mutual, “ and edi 
joice together.” And not only so, but 
Gidemebe are in possession of truth 
are bound by the strongest ties of love 
and duty to communicate it as far as 
sible to others. But it is impetitile to 
communicate truth with any degree of 
success or benefit to the receiver, whose 
mind stands opposed to the truth, and 
* who “chooses darkness rather than light, 
because his deeds are-evil,” being bound 
__ by interest to some opposite error. For 
“ because men love not 
the truth, but have pleasure in unrighte- 
ousness,” it is often wisdom to withhold 
the truth from them. Indeed, truth 
should never be forced upon the human 
mind contrary to its wishes or agency, 
although it is free and accessible to 
who will seek it at the fountain. 


THE JEWS. 
From the “ Times and Seusgons” of Feb. 15, 1842. 
The reputed wealth of the Jews has 
 wamaeinee them to persecution and tor- 
in many countries and in different 
ages, and it is humiliating to reflect that 
our own hi furnishes many illustra- 
tions of the damning fact. 
During the reign of Henry III. these 
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ibed people were subjected to pil- 

tion, and to torture, to gra- 

tify the avarice of an extrav t prince, 
and the hatred of his bi otted and igrho- 
rantsubjects. An immoderate zeal for the 
rights of christianity was a dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of the age, and 
persecution, or extermination of those 
who differed from them in religious 
creed, was deemed virtuous and patriotic 
amongst our remote ancestors. Treat- 
ing of the persecutions of the Jews in 
this reign, one of our popular historians 
say s— 
“ The Jews, who had been for some 
time increasing in the kingdom, were 
the first who fell a sacrifice to the en- 
thusiastic zeal of the people, and numbers 
of them were slaughtered by the citizens 
of London, upon the very day of the 
king’s coronation. Five hundred of that 
infatuated people had retired into York 
castle for safety, but finding themselves 
unable to defend the place, they resolved 
to perish by killing one another, rather 
than meet the futy of their persecutors. 
Having taken this gloomy resolution, 
they first murdered their wives and chil- 
dren, next threw the dead bodies over 
the wall against their enemies, who at- 


setting fire 
to their houses, perished in the flames.” 
Henry, after extorting vast sums of 


money from the Jews, under various pre- 
texts, at last carried his tyranny to such 
len body of the 

ish people solici permission to 
leave the kingdom. H , however, 
found oppression too profitable to allow 
them to elude it: according to Hume, 
“ he delivered over the Jews to the Earl 
of Cornwall, that those whom the one 
brother had flayed, the other might em- 
bowel, to make use of the words of the 
historian, Matthew Prior.” This mo- 
narch was a worthy scion of his sire 
John, who once having demanded 10,000 
marks from a Jew in Bristol, on a refu- 
sal, ordered one of his teeth to be drawn 
each day until he should consent; nor 
was it until seven teeth had been thus 
extracted that the wretched man com- 
plied with the extortion. Such was the 
estimation in which the children of Israel 
were held at that time in England, that, 
by the-laws of the land, if a Obristian 
man married a Jewess, or a Christian 
woman married a Jew, it was felony, 
and the penalty was burning alive. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Subsequently, in the reign of Edward 
LL, many arbi laws and taxes were 
levied upon the Jews, two hundred and 
eighty of whom were hanged upon a 
charge of eg adulterated the coin 
of the realm. The property of the re- 
mainder was confiscated, and the whole 
of them banished from the kingdom. 

In conclusion we may observe, that in 
addition to the ions which the 
presumed wealth of the Jews entailed 
upon them, the most absurd and un- 
founded calumnies have been heaped 
upon them, of which we shall adduce one 
instance. The Abbé Guenne, author of 
Letters on the Fertility of Palestine, ad- 
dressed to V oltaire, states a circumstance 
which will stagger the faith of any mo- 
dern converter of Jews. 

The tale is of one of the kings of Per- 
sia, who “ allured by the fame that had 
spread abroad of the fertility and opu- 
lence of Palestine, marched to Jerusalem, 
beseiged that city, and carried off from 
thence an immense number of Christian 
captives ;” and now comes the best 
of the story, which is, that the Jews ac- 
tually ninety thousand of these 
Christian slaves, for the sole purpose of 
having the pleasure of cutting their 
throats. e author does not add 
whether the Jews afterwards eat these 
Christian captives; but whilst his “‘ hand 
was in,” he might as well have “gone 
the whole hog.’ , 

The London Jewish Says, 
that “ — has attained the praise of 
being the first of the Gentile nations that 
has ceased to tread down Jerusalem.” 
This is, indeed, no more than justice, 
since she was the first to set the evil and 
cruel example of banishing the whole 
people in a body, from her inhospitable 

. France next, and then Spain 
= their and prece- 
t. Spain, may, } ible, have ex- 
ceeded them in but the 
vented the oppression, and 
in the infliction of it. God “ afflicted 
them a little, and they helped forward 
their affliction.” 


They may think that the doom of God 
will be averted, but it will not be so. 
The Lord said that he would punish 
Babylon formerly, and the decree of Cy- 
rus to rebuild Jerusalem, did not alter 
the decree of God to that devoted city ; 
neither will the movements ef the present 
nations alter the testimony of the pro- 


or the decree of Jehovah. 
** Wo to thee that spoilest, and thou wast 
not spoiled; and wo to thee that dealest 
treacherously, and they dealt not treache- 
rously with thee; when thou shalt cease 
to spoil, thou shalt also be spoiled; and 
when thou shalt cease to deal treache- 
rously, they shall also deal treacherously 
with thee.” And that they have been 
spoiled is evident. Herschell’s sketch, 
p. 7, says, “ Look to their present state 
of suffering in Poland and Russia, where 
they are drawn from place to place, and 
not permitted to live in the same street 
where the so-called Christians reside! 
It not unfrequently happens, that when 
one or more wealthy Jews have built 
commodious houses in any part of the 
town not prohibited before, this affords 
a reason for proscribing them: it is im- 
mediately enacted that no Jew must live 
in that of the city; and they are 
forthwith driven from their houses with- 
out any compensation for their loss being 
given them. . . They are oppressed on 
every side, a” dare not complain—rob- 
bed and defrauded, yet obtain no redress 
—in the walk of social life, insult and 
contempt meet them at every turning.” 

No sooner did England give shelter to 
the Jews ander Cromwell and Charles, 
than she started forward in a commercial 
career of ee and uni 
prosperity. olland, embracing the 
principles of the reformation, threw off 
the yoke of Phillip, opened her cities to 
the Hebrew people, and obtained an im- 
portance far beyond ber natural advan- 
tages; while Spain, in her bloody and 
furious expulsion of the race, sealed her 
= condemnation. 

e following are the feelings of one 
of the seed af iieheon, upon this sub- 
ject, and is entitled, “ A Word in Season, 
from an Israelite to his Brethren :”— 

“ The existence of our nation asa dis- 
tinct people, after having been for so 
many ages expelled our own country, 
and dispersed over the face of the w 
earth, is so unparalleled by any instance 
in the history of nations, as to be con- 
sidered a miracle equal to any recorded 
in the sacred writings, and well may it 
be so considered. The Babylonian, 


Grecian, and Roman empires, which, ia® 
turn overcame our nation, dragged our 
people into captivity, and by the most 
dreadful cruelties did all they could to 
exterminate us, and eventually dispersed 
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us over the then known world. What 
has become of those mighty empires—of 
those proud conquerors? what of their 
laws, their worship, their institutions ? 
Gone | away, and dissolved, “as 
the baseless fabric of a vision,’ leaving 
not a vestige of their existence behind 
them, except what may be found in the 
pages of history, and in some few mould- 
ering ruins of their cities ; whilst we, the 
— and persecuted by them, and 
y every succeeding nation, still exist, 
and have in our keeping those imperish- 
able truths through which alone is to be 
learned the real situation of the causes 
of the rise and fall of those empires ; and 
before which the wisdom of their wise 
men has become folly. .... . We 
are as completely a nation as when first 
established as such, for we acknowledge 
ourselves now, as then, as being under 
the immediate government of the sove- 
reign of the universe, with the same law 
for our obedience as was then vouchsafed 
to our ancient fathers. He says, we are 
expressly told in the sacred volume that 
we are a ‘chosen people; a peculiar 
to our God. That we should be 


to. him a ‘kingdom of priests ’—a holy 
people—a ple from all the 
nations of earth. .... That in 


accordance with the above gracious an- 
nouncement of the deity, the great ob- 
ject of our selection was to constitute us 
the instrument to work out the redemp- 
tion of mankind, from the darkness and 
unhappiness df a false Is that 
intention yet accomplished? Does every 
knee now bend to the one, and only true 
God? Do those of high station bow 
down to him? Is his name yet one over 
all the earth? Until these questions 
can be answered in the affirmative, as 
they surely will in due time, the purpose 
of our selection will not be fulfilled ; = 
the keeping of us as a separate people 
will still irae will of him, who has > 
pointed our lot — he families of the 
earth. .... Shall we cast aside our 
real law at the bidding of the ‘ London 
Society ? and the written law at the 
command of deists and self-styled philo- 
sophers? Ought we merely to accom- 
modate our religious observance merely 
to suit our conveniences and thus subject 
ourselves to be swayed by every wind 
that-blows? What, if we were so lost 
to a sense of our own dignity, would be- 
come of the trust reposed in us by the 


Supreme Being ? what of our religion ? 
of ourselves as a people, and of our off- 
spring? Answer, ye fathers of families; 
and above all, remember the day of re- 
tribution, when we shall each be required 
to render an account of the manner in 
which we have executed our holy office, 
and the trust committed to us. 


THE MORMON PROPHETS. 
From the New York Herald, Feb. 19, 1842. 


TO JAMES GORDON BENNETT, ESQ. . 


It may not be uninteresting to you to 
have a few lines from your correspondent 
in Zion—the city of the Saints—the “ nu- 
cleus of a — empire.” In this com- 
munication iving you a de- 
scription of the first presidency of the 
Mormon hierarchy, which consists of four 
dignitaries—to wit, a principal prophet, 
a patriarch, and two councillors. 

JOSEPH SMITH, the president of the 
church, prophet, seer, and revelator, is 
thirty-six years of six feet high in 
pumps, weighing two hundred and twelve 
pounds. e is a man of the highest 
order of talent and great independence 
of character—firm in his integrity—and 
devoted to his ory omg in one word he is 
@ per-se, as president Tyler would say ; 
as a public speaker he is bold, powerful, 
and convincing, possessing’ both the 
suaviter in and the fortiter in re; 
as a deader, wise and prudent, yet fear- 
less as a military commander ; brave and 
determined as a citizen, worthy, affable, 
and kind; bland in his manners, and of 
noble bearing. His amiable lady, too, 
the Electa Cyria, is a woman of superior 
intellect and exemplary piety—in every 
respect suited to her situation in society, 
as the wife of one of the most accom- 
plished and powerful chiefs of the age. 

Hyram SmMIrTH, the patriarch of the 
church and brother of Joseph, is forty- 
two years of age, five feet, eleven and a 
half inches high, weighing one hundred 
and ninety-three pounds He, too, is a 
prophet, seer, and revelator, and is one 
of the most pious and devout christians 
in the world. He is a man of great 
wisdom and superior excellence, posses- 
sing great energy of character, and ori- 
ginality of thought. 7 

SipNEY Riapon, one of the council- 
lors, prophet, seer, and revelator; is 
forty-two years of age, five feet, nine and 
a half inches high, weighing one hun- 
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dred and sixty-five pounds—his former 
weight, until reduced by sickness, pro- 
duced by the Missouri persecution, was 
two hundred and twelve pounds. He is 
a mighty man in Israel, of varied learn- 
ing, and extensive and laborious research. 
There is no divine in the west more deeply 
learned in biblical literature, and the his- 
tory of the world, than he; an eloquent 
orator, chaste in his language, and con- 
clusive in his reasoning; any city would 
be proud of suchaman. By his pro- 
clamation, thousands on thousands have 
heard the glad tidings and obeyed the 
word of God; but he is now in the 
“sear and yellow leaf,” and his silvery 
locks fast ripening for the grave. 

Law, the other councillor, 
is thirty-two years of “ge, five feet, eight 
and a half inches high, weighing one 
hundred and seventy-five pounds. He is 
a great logician and profound reasoner ; 
of correct business habits, and great de- 
votion to the service of God. No man 
could be better fitted to his station— 
wise, discreet, just, prudent—a man of 
great suavity of manners and amiability 
of character. 

All these men are Boanerges of the 
church, thundering in the western fo- 
rests, and hurling arguments and reasons 
against the sectaries of the age, like the 
thunderbolts of Jupiter. Their wives 

“tnd children, present, likewise, a pleas- 
ing spectacle of intellect, goodness,*hos- 
pitality, and kindness seldom witnessed. 

I think you would be pleased to visit 
this city of a day; for, certainly, it is, as 
its name signifies, a beautiful resting 
place for man. In my next I will give 
you an account of some of the Mormon 
warriors, and other matters connected 
with that people. VERITAS. 


EXTRACT 


From Elder J. T—'s Journal, being a dialogue be- 
tween Elder T. and the Rev. J. J. a celebrated 

Church of England Minister. 

I was baptizing on the North Shore, 
when a Church of England minister, 
entered into conversation with some of 
the brethren while I was baptizing ; after 
I got through I went to the company, 
when he addressed me rather uncour- 
teously, saying :— 

Mr. J.—This is Mr. T., I suppose ? 

Mr. T.—Yes, sir, I answered. 

J.—I am told that you can answer 


any question, and give a reason of the 
hope that is within you. 

T.—If, sir, it is asked in meekness and 
humility. 

7.—0h, that is the condition, is it, sir ? 

T.—I suppose, sir, that it will remain 
discretionary with me. 

J.—What need have we of any fur-_ 
ther revelation ? 

T.—Because we have tran 
the laws, changed the ordinances, cor- 
rupted the gospel, and lost the priesthood. 

J.—Did not our Saviour say that 
the gates of hell should not prevail 
against his church ? 

T.—If, sir, it was built upon the rock 
spoken of. | 

J.—Christ is that rock; and he said 
he would build his church upon that, 
and the gates of hell should not prevail 
against it. 

T.—It will be necessary, sir, to ex- 
amine the context. Our Saviour asks, 
“whom say men that I, the son of man, 
am?” The disciples answered, some say 
Moses, some Elias, and some that John 
the Baptist is risen from the dead. But 
whom say ye that I am? was asked by 
the Saviour. Peter answered, “thou 
art the Christ, the son of the livi 
God.” How did you know it Peter 
Flesh and blood hath not revealed this 
unto thee, but my father who is in 
heaven. 

It is evident that Peter had demon- 
strative evidence from the revelations of 
God, that Jesus was the Messiah; and 
our Saviour Says, “thou art Peter; and 
on this rock will I build my church, and 
the gates, &c.” Now, although Christ 
might be said to be the chief corner stone, 
the rock, they (the people) did not know 
him; some thought he was one person, 
and some another; none, however, had 
positive evidence but Peter, and he ob- 
tained his knowledge through revelation ; 
and if they could not know him, they did 
not build upon him—they could not be 
his church; and that promise could not 
apply tothem. And wherever and when- 
ever the church is built upon that rock, 
and .has the revelation’of heaven for its 
guide, as Peter had, the gates of hell 
cannot prevail against it. But Paul, in 
writing to the Romans, says, “the Jews — 
were broken off because of unbelief, and 
thou standest by faith, benot high-minded 
but fear; for if God spared not the 
natural branches, take heed lest he alee 
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not thee.”” He moreover tells them 

if they do not continue in faith, 
they shall be cut off. Why were the 
the Jews cut off? because they killed the 
prophets and stoned those that were sent 
unto them. And what did the Gentiles 
do with their prophets and les ? 
they killed them, as the Jews did, and 
according to Paul’s testimony must be 
cutoff. Besides, Daniel speaks of a cer- 
tain power that was to make war with 
the saints, and prevail against them, un- 
til the Ancient of days come.” 

J.—That shews that there must be 
saints! 
T.—Daniel further says that he should 
“think to change times and seasons, and 
they should be given into his hand,” 
&c.; and if that power, being hostile to 
God, prevails against them, and they are 
given into his hand, what becomes of the 
church ? 

J.—I will prove, sir, that there has 
been a priesthood of apostolic succession, 
and a pure church, the Saviour’s 
day until the present 

pure, scri nances, I w 
give up my preaching, depart from this 
wat and join myself to that stand- 


J.—I refer you, sir, to Mosheim’s 
and Milner’s church history, who shew 
that thing clearly. 

T.—I must have demonstration, sir. 
Show me the church ? 

J.—We ought to have confidence in 
the testimony of good, accredited his- 
torians. 

T.—But you say, sir, that it not only 
did exist, but does exist, consequently 
it is not only a matter of history, but a 
matter that can be now demonstrated, if 
such a church is now in being. 

J.—The Church of England, ordains 

— inkle infants, sir, 
and that is 

J.—Peter says, “the promise is unto 
you, and to children.” 

T’.—But it does not say to your in- 

- A man may have 4 child — 
years old, and he is as much his chi 
as though he were an infant, and you 
cannot point me out one single instance, 
in scripture, of an infant being bap- 


J.—Do not misunderstand 
do not find fault with your 


me, sir; I 
baptism. 


T.—But I should with yours, sir, if 
you were pointing out a true church, 
which you said that you could prove had 
been in existence, and still existed. 

_ J.—We do it, either by dipping, pour- 


ing, or 

T.—This is singular, indeed, sir. You 
believe that a man, is sent of God, to 
teach, and does not know whieh or- 
dinance to administer in; but must leave 
it to those that he his teaching to decide 
upon the matter. Peter did not do se. 


_J.—The Baptists baptize by immer- 
sion. 

T.—But do lay on hands, for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost ? 

.—They baptize, and you on 
hands; they have got one fimb of the 
body and you another, but none ef you 

J.—I can (beginning at our Saviour: 
trace an unbroken rw of apostelic = 
cession until the present. 

T.—I suppose, sir, the medi- 
um of the Roman Catholic Church. 

J.—Yes, sir. 

T.—Yousay, that the Church of Rome 
is fallen, that she is the mother of har- 
lots; if so, sir, how can she impart au- 
thority ? 

J.—Just the same as she can the scrip- 
tures. 

7 Cananimpurefountain send forth 
streams?” Our Saviour said net. 

J.—Oh, it makes no difference. 

T.—Then, sir, if she had power to 
‘bind on earth and to bind in heaven,” 
she also professed the power, ( 
to the scriptures) to “loose on eartha 
to loose in heaven ;” and you know, that 
she cut off, and excommunicated, the 
Church of England, and all protestant 
reformers, and that would place you, 


sir, according to your creed, in a curious 
situation. 
J.—Do you believe in your heart, sir, 
that she had power to confer this? * 
7'.—If she had not, there is no priest- 
hood; and if she had, she took it away 
from you, sir,.and from all the pro- 
testants; consequently you have no 
riesthood or authority in either case.— 
ou say that she is apostate, the mother 
of ots; and she says that you are 
heretics; 90 I leave the matter 
qrestion 


said he co rove, as the statement was of his 
own 


if 

if 
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and both of your testimonies shall 
decide the case. 

J.—1I can trace a succession 
of authority, independent of the Church 
of Rome, in two different ways; one 
through the Waldenses and Albigenses, 
and the otherthrough the Welch church. 

T.—As it regards the first of those, 
sir, 1 want to know where it is? 

J.—There may be some of them in 
the valleys of Piedmont; and if, at the 
time of the reformation, some of them 
went from this country to America, they 
might be there. 

—And if, may be is no 
demonstration, sir. Theremay not be any 
in the valleys of Piedmont; and if at the 
time of the reformation, some havin 
authority, went to America, there woul 
be no priesthood there, and consequently 
no priesthood in existence that you can 
prove. And as it regards the other 
churches, you know, sir, that the whole 


of the Church of England was under 


the dominion of the Pope in Henry the 
Eight’s time, and all submitted to his 


J.—There was always a few that pro- 
tested against it. 

T.—The Church of England is not 
that few; nor the Church of Scotland ; 
nor are the Methodists, Presbyterians, 
or Baptists; nor any body that you can 
point me out in England, and all the 
form of charch government in 

nited States, came either directly 
from the Church of Rome, through the 
Church of land; or indirectly from 
the Church of England through the 
Methodists, and is consequently all a fig- 
ment. 

J.—And you belong to a church only 
en ! ten years old!! ten years 

T.—These, sir, are my reasons for 
believing my former statements—That 
we had transgressed the laws, changed 
the ordinances, corrupted the gospel, and 
lost the and your potent ar- 
guments have not convinced me to the 
——s especially your last ten-years- 

one. 


G. MITCHELSON’S REASONS FOR RENOUNC- 
ING SECTARIANISM, AND EMBRACING 
THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Liverpool, April 2, 1842. 
Beloved Bro. Ward,— According to 
Your request, I now sit down to give you 


a brief outline of my history, in connexion 
with my search after, and embracing the 
fulness of the “ gospel of Jesus Christ 
the son of God.” Should you deem it 
worthy of a place in the columns of the 
Millennial Star, by inserting it you will 
confer a favour on—Your’s, most affec- 
tionately, in the new and everlasting co- 


venant, G. MITCHELSON. 
Although not blessed with pious pa- 
rents, yet I was led, at an early age, toa 


Sunday school in connexion with the 
Methodists, where I was taught 
to the scriptures of the old and new 
testaments, and also received many 
impressions which the iron hand of time 
ill never be able to efface. I continued 
my attendance regularly, and paid strict 
attention to what was enjoined upon me 
a school hours, until, at length, I 
was advanced to the office of teacher, in 
which capacity I continued to act, with 
easure and delight, until I had been 
an apprentice about twelve 
when a period was put to my atte ce, 
which was one of the: sash talale I had 
ever experienced, as I was also deprived, 
in @ great measure, of the opportunity of 


attending preaching services. The bible 


now became less frequently read by me, 
and, at length, entirely neglected. This 
state of things continued for the space of 
about three years, when my portunities, 
as before, began to return, which I gladly 
embraced, and was soon rei into 


: my former office ; this uced a degree 


satisfaction which I am unable to de- 
scribe, as I took considerable interest in 
educating the young and rising genera- 
tion, many of whom were le to ob- 
tain instruction from any other quarter. 
I may here remark, that, during the 
whole of this time, I knew nothing, ex- 
imentally, of conversion ; 
uently, the spirit of God had strove 
very powerfully with me, and whispered 
in mine ears, “ give me thine heart.” 
At | , however, the time arrived 
when I yielded obedience to the spirit’s 
influence. er invited to attend a 
er meeting by an intimate 
of mine, I to after 
emale on 
an 
praying some time, for hosenionel her 
sins, at obtained the desire of her 
heart, and immediately broke out im loud 


>. 
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praises to God, stating, at the same time, 
that she felt that her sins, which were 
many, were all forgiven her This, truly, 
did affect me exceedingly, and I began 
secretly to wish that I might experience 
the same change. I felt truly sorry for 
my sins, and was anxiously, but secretly, 
inquiring with the penitent persecutor 
of old—* Lord, what will thou have me 
todo?’ Very soon I was pounded on 
the back by an individual who was very 
zealously engaged in the meeting, and 
who at the same time cried out with a 
loud voice, “ do you feel you are a sin- 
ner?” I immediately replied, yes! He 
continued, “do you believe Jesus Christ 
died to save you?” again I answered in 
the affirmative ; when he rejoined, “ do 
ye believe he can save you just now?” 

again gave him a satisfactory answer, 
when he cried out again, with a voice 
louder than before, “ look to Calvary, 
and tell the Lord you believe he'll save 
you just now, for the sake of what his 
son has done and suffered.” He then 
commenced praying with all his might, 
and beating on my back, while others 
were bawling into my ears—“ only be- 
lieve—tell the Lord you believe—say, I 
do believe,—Lord, help mine unbelief,” 
and many other expression’ of a similar 
character. ‘ 

I merely mention these things to shew 
the reader, who has never been in what is 
termed a‘ revival prayer meeting, the 
foolish and ludicrous manner in which 
they proceed. Had I been favoured with 
the same gospel which was preached to 
the three thousand penitents on the day 
of pentecost, how gladly should I have 
welcomed it, and at once have been ini- 
tiated into the kingdom of God. The 
Lord, however, was truly good to me on 
that occasion, for he beheld my sincerity, 
winked at their ignorance, and caused 
me to “ rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” I was enabled to look, 
by faith, to Jesus, as my only saviour ; 
and, at that moment, I realized that he 
had power still to say—* go in peace and 
sin no more.” I remained in the meet- 
ing until it broke up, when, like the lame 
man who had been cured by Jesus, I went 
home “ leaping and walking, and prais- 
ing God.” 

is event occurred about the twelfth 

day of December, 1829. I might here 
, as it respects my history from 

the time of my I ap- 


pointed a local preacher; but, as I de 
not wish to weary the reader with a te- 
dious narrative, I shall be as brief as 
possible, in order that I may have more 
space left to give my reasons for embrac- 
ing the fulness of the gospel, which has 
been restored by the ministering of an 
angel and by the voice of Jehovah.— 
Suffice it to say, that I stood up in the 
capacity of a local preacher, and preach- 
ed my first sermon on the third day of 
February, in the year 1833, and continu- 
ed until February third, 1842, proclaim- 
ing with great earnestness, what I con- 
sidered to be the gospel, and not without 
some little success (if making sinners into 
sectarians may be considered success. ) 

In the year 1836, myself, together with 
about eighty others, left our former con- 
nexions, and united with the Wesleyan 
association, who had just separated from 
what is now termed “* The Old Body,” 
and who professed to come out on new 
testament principles; but, alas! I found, 
after remaining with them near six years, 
that we came not a whit nearer new 
testament ee me than the body from 
which we had separated. Shortly after 
this, I left the place of my ee a 
came to Manchester, at which place I 
was unanimously recommended, by the 
Tonman-street circuit, to the connexion- 
al committee, to go out into the itinerant 
ministry, but was rejected by the com- 
mittee, on account of my having a wife 
and four children. Thus, then, prs 
they profess to have a ministry of God’s 
appointing, yet, if God should happen to 
make a mistake, and call some one whom 
he had blessed with a few children, they 
immediately turn round upon him, an 
say, we must call out none but single 
men; and even these must not ma 
until they have laboured “four years 
as itinerant preachers. 

I wonder whether they consider this a 
new testament principle? I believe, 
however, that the hand of the Lord was 
in my case, he having reserved.something 
better for-me, as I have already proved. 
I stayed at Manchester until ber, 
1839, when business called me to reside 
in Liverpool ; and here, that of my 
history commenced, to which I shall have 
cause to look back with pleasure and de- 
light, during the countless ages of eter- 
nity. Soon after my arrival at this place. 
I discovered that the practice of spritual- 
izing the scriptures had kept mankind, 
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for a long time, in gross darkness as to 
their real meaning ; and, therefore, I re- 
solved upon a new method of perusin 
that blessed volume, and I soon was | 
to’see, that Jesus Christ had to return to 
this earth, and reign personally with his 
saints a thousand years. Hitherto, my 
views concerning this glorious and inter- 
esting subject, had been completely va- 
ue and unscriptural. I had believed 
what I read in books, and what I had 
heard from the pulpit, without ever try- 
ing it by the word of God. I thought 
that things were becoming better and 
better, and that very soon the whole 
world would be converted. But now I 
found that we have not the least scriptu- 
ral warrant to look for the conversion of 
the world before the return of our Lord. 
I found in the scriptures, that that which 
will usher in the oes of the church, and 
uninterrupted joy to the saints, is the re- 
turn of the Lord Jesus; and, that so far 
from the world being in a converted state, 
I read that, “ as the days of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the son of man 
be; for, as in the days that were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, 


ing and-giving in marriage, until 
the day thes Nosh pele into the ark ; 
and knew not, until the flood came and 
took,them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the son of man be.” These 
are not the words of man, but of Jesus 
Christ ; yet, the majority of the sects 
around us are saying, “ it shall be quite 
otherwise, for then all men shall know 
the Lord, from the least even unto the 


“ Likewise, also, as it was in the days 
of Lot,” says Christ, “ even so shall it 
be in the day when the son of man is re- 
vealed.” Oh, no,” replies the learned 
clergyman of the nineteenth century, “ it 
can be no such thing, for our missionaries 
and we shall have converted the world 
before thab’takes place.” Again, Jesus 
Christ enquires, “ When the son of man 
cometh, shell he find faith on the earth?’ 
“ Plenty,” replies the modern divines, 
“for faith shall. so abound, that the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea.” Now, 
when I discovered that these statements 
of the Saviour’s came in direct contact 
with the opinions of men, I hesitated not 
to conclude, that the words of Christ 
must be true, though all men should be 
found liars. And henoe it appeared clear 


to my mind that the millennium could 
not be introduced before Christ’s com- 
ing ; for if it were, the earth would not 
be found in that state of wide-spread un- 
godliness in which it was, both in Noah’s 
and Lot’s day; on the contrary, faith, 
love, joy, peace, and holiness would 
abound, which is very much opposed to 
that condition which our Mond Saviour 
describes. From which I at once con- 
cluded, that the second advent of Messiah 
must be pre-millennial. , 

The next glaring evil which I dis- 
covered, as existing among the various 
sects of christendom, was the adoption 
of a certain creed, to which an individual 
is called upon to subscribe, or he cannot 
be admitted as a preacher; and in some 
sects it even extends to membership.— 
Now, the only burden imposed by the 
council at Jerusalem upon the Gentiles, 
was, “ that they should abstain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from for- 
nication.” en the Gentile believer, 
who “ contihued steadfastly in the apos- 
tle’s doctrine,” was only bound to attend 
to these things; therefore, for any man, 
or any number of men (if their learning 
and name was as t as Solomon’s) to 
impose any other burden upon the pious, 
than was imposed by the first apostles 
of our Lord, I saw to be a direct viola- 
tion of the rules laid down in the new 
testament ;,and yet, whenever I turned 
myself, I beheld a number of such bur- 
dens imposed upon men. Hence, if an 
individual thought it right to unite with 
the Quakers, or Independents, or Bap- 
tists, or Presbyterians, or Methodists, 
he must have some burden of discipline 
or doctrine laid upon him ; for instance, 
if you wish to unite with the Quakers, 
the cut of your coat will be one test of 
church-membership. If.you wish to 
unite with the Presbyterians, (if a min- 
ister) you must inform them that you 
will have no instrumental music, or if 

ou cannot submit to this, you cannot 
fave communion with them. And if 
ou feel desirous of uniting with the 
ethodists, you must attend class meet- 
ings, which are made a test of church- 
membership ; and after becoming a mem- 
ber, should you absent yourself three 
weeks, without being able to render a 


satisfactory reason, according to the 
rules of the society, you must be cut off’ 
from the church. same, in some 
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icular or other, may be said of the 
Deptioty, the Scotch Secession, and many 
others. And as to creeds being binding 
on the preachers of the different branch- 
es of the Wesleyan family, as they are 
called, no one who is in the least degree 
acquainted with the history of Metho- 
dism, will call it in question for one 
moment. Hence, after the articles of 
their faith are inserted, and reference for 
their illustration made to the four first 
volumes of Mr. Wesley’s sermons, and 
to his notes on the new testament, then 
comes the following words, “If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not.” Now, where 
the revealed will of God is the only creed, 
an individual can have no such fears to 
coatend with: believing the word of 
God to be true, and knowing that no 
truth can be at variance with any other 
truth, he pursues his studies freely and 
without dread of being branded with 
the charge of heterodoxy ; and if in any 
case he should be led to a conclusion 
opposite to the doctrine of the Saviour 
and his apostles, he would know his con- 
clusion to be false, and reject it without 
further delay. But a student cannot 
be sure that any creed of h forma- 
tion is true; so that when he comes toa 
conclusion different from its articles, he 
is in doubt which he should réject, his 
own conclusion, which might be dictated 
by the spirit of God, or the creed. 

To be concluded in the next number. 


‘Che Millennial Star. 


May 11, 1842. 


CLITHEROE CONFERENCE. 

On the 24th of April we attended the assembly of 
the churches included in the conference of Clithe- 
roe, and truly expréss our gratitude to our heaven- 
ly Father, for the refreshing season we enjoyed, 
and for the pleasure we experienced in beholding 
the faees of so many from the different branches 
whom we loved. It will be remembered that the. 
churches constituting this conference, were some 
of the first that were raised in England, through 
the instrumentality of elders Kimball, O. Hyde, 
W. Richards, and Joseph Fielding ; consequently, 
many of them are members of long standing, who 
obeyed the gospel after hearing one or two dis- 
courses. 

We rejoice that so many of them are stil] found 
faithful and are rejoieing in the light of truth, and 
anxiously looking forward to the time, when a 
power shall be manifested, by which they may be 
gathered into one in the Jand which the Lord God 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


hath appointed. May the Lord enable them to be 
faithful, and endure unte the end, for his name's 
suke. 

The meetings of the conference were well at. 
tended, and much of the influence of the spirit was 
manifested. The number of members in the con- 
ference is three hundred and twenty-five. Twelve 
were ordained to various offices. 

One or two circumstances might be mentioned, 
connected with the conference, of a pleasing and 
interesting nature : one of which was, the baptism 
and confirmation of a female, who was brought to 
a knowledge of the truth in the following manner. 
The individual being afflicted with an illness that 
exhibited every appearance of terminating fatally, 
and her medical attendant having little or no hope 
of his patient, she sent for an elder of the church 
to visit her. To him she was a stranger, though 
she had been at one meeting of the Saints some 
time before, and was much affected. (We mention 
this cireumstance to illustrate the beautiful ap- 
propriateness of thé gespel of Jesus to the condi- 
tion of mankind under every circumstance.) The 
afflicted one lay, certainly not in a condition to 
arise and obey the gospel, but the elder did not 
hesitate to preach the fulness of the gospel to her, 
even faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, repentance 
and obedience to the ordinance of baptism, in the 
name of Jesus, for the remission of sins; and that, 
“ except a man be born of water and of the spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” This, 
certainly, might appear folly to the wisdom of the 
sects of the day; but, no, the Lord ia a God of 
justice, and will never require at the hands of any 
one that which they cannot possibly perform.— 
Here, then, under the circumstances before men- 
tioned, came the practical application of that sub- 
lime principle of the gospel, the “ baptism for the 
dead.” The elder therefore proceeded to address 
her in the following manner : “ that if she believed 
with her heart, in the Lord Jesus Christ —in his 
willingness and ability to save —and did truly re- 
pent of her sins, and purpose fully (if the Lord 
should, in his mercy, restore her to health) to go 
forth in the obedience of faith and be baptized in 
the name of Jesus, for the remission of sing; that 
if this was her sincere intention, then, on the other 
hand, ifit were His will that she should falkasieep 
in Jesus, her mame should be recorded in the 
“book of the names of the righteous,” and another 
should be baptized for her, in her room and stead, 
in order that she might come forth in the first 
resurrection. 

Here was something tangible, something which 
the dying soul could grasp. She seized the idea 
with avidity, she felt its truth and power, and its 
beautiful fitness to her own condition at the time, 
and earnestly entreated that she might not be for- 
gotten ; but that, if she fell asleep, that we would 
attend to the ordinance for her, that we might meet 
with joy in the “ kingdom of Ged.” 

-Let me illustrate this doctrine by that which 
any one may understand; for instanes, a man sends 
to me a “ post.office order,” for a certain sum of 
money; when I receive it, I ametretched on a bed 
of affliction, and cannot rise to attend and receive 
it at the office; but has the law made no provision 
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for such @ case? yes, another individual, in my 
room and for me, being properly authorized, can 
attend and get the order cashed, in order that I 
may receive the benefit. And has God been less 
just than man? God forbid that we should say 
so; but he has made a beautiful provision for such 
circumstances, by instituting the “ baptism for the 
dead.” 

Our beloved, sister, however, recovered in the 
providence of God, and during her convalescence 
she was visited by both the clergymen of the 
town; by the Methodist minister, his lady, and 
others, as well as several of their local preachers ; 
by the Baptists and others, who made her various 
presents, and ministered to her necessities in a 
very praise-worthy manner ; but, of course, all of 
them aware that an elder of the Saints regularly 
visited her; and one of the clergymen was very 
earnest in his exhortations, that she would guard 
against the delusion of the “ Mormonites,” and 
entreated her, most vehemently, not to be led 
away by them. 

Suffice it to say, that all the efforts employed 
utterly failed to eradicate from her mind, the sub- 
lime, but simple principles of the gospel which 
she had embraced; and the elder who proclaimed 
the gospel unto her at first, had the unspeakable 
satisfaction of baptizing and confirming her a 
member of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. May the Lord grant unto her of His 
spirit, to enable her to endure unto the end and 
overcome, that she may realize far more than eye 
hath seen, or ear heard, or the heart of man con- 
ceived, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

Another instance of a pleasing and satisfactory 
nature which occurred, was, that on a former oc- 
casion, when we had the pleasure of meeting with 
the people at Clitheroe, we were opposed by an 
individual who came to ask questions, believing 
that he was fully prepared to overturn anything 
we could advance ; but now, being a man honest 
in heart, he has been led to examine candidly, the 
principles of the Saints, the result of which has 
been, that he has obeyed the gospel, and we had 
the pleasure to ordain him an elder of the charch. 
May the Lord make him humble and faithful, that 
he may become a mighty man of God, is our sin- 
cere prayer on his behalf. 


Worrespondence. 


FROM G. D. WATT. 


: Edinburgh, April 19, 1842. . 

Beloved Bro. Ward,—My much-look- 
ed-for parcel arrived yesterday in safety, 
much of which is already scattered, un- 
folding its heaven-born principles to the 
awakened minds of the Saints, who 
have looked for its arrival with great 
wn anxious to hear fresh accounts 

the spread of Zion’s glorious cause, 
and to satiate their 
tes with the truth and knowledge which 
constitute the rays of our little Star. 


EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENTS, 15 


The little work, entitled “ A Voice 
from Jerusalem,” I read with tears. It 
is worth its weight in gold to every 
lover of Zian’s cause, and those who are 
saying to Jerusalem, “thy warfare is ac- 
complished,” &c., cannot read it but 
with a heart bursting with that joy Foe 
culiar to the Saints, which only can find 
vent in a flood of tears. The masterl 
manner in which it is written—the vivi 
and pleasing description of those “ almost 
sacred spots,” which were once the thea- 
tre of the most distinguished exhibitions 
of the Saviour’s love and power—the 
sublime and emphatic prayer on the 
summit of Olivet-—the ore and awe- 
inspiring description of a thunder-storm 
upon the bosom of the mighty deep; all 
being softened with the mollifying eint- 
ment of philanthropy and friendship, 
and tinged with that hue, the brighest in 
the christian character—humility ; the 
colour being heightened by a display of 
ys affeetion and parental emotion, 
all calculated to create feelings in the 
human heart almost too much for man. 
Indeed every sentence is fitly set; which 
conveys to the mind of the Saint, wisdom 
and intelligence. 

May God bless the author with means 
and power tg accomplish the pleasure of 
his will, in —— a way tor the ga- 


thering of long scattered Israel.— 
Amen. 
¢* FROM ELDER ORSON HYDE. 


Regensburgh, April 24, 1842. 
Dear Bro. Pratt,—Your kind letter, 
which gave me the information of the re- 
ceipt of my twoletters, written at Trieste, 
afforded me much pleasure, because it 
was the welcome bearer of an offering 
from the altar of a brother’s heart. The 
success and prosperity which have at- 
tended your labours in England, amid 
the fogs and smoke of opposition, is but 
another proof of the potency. of our 
cause, cherished and stren by the 
wer of an invisible hand. I was, also, 
ighly gratified to hear of the progress 
of the kingdom of God, in America; 
though my arm is feeble, and my voice 
like the faint chiming of the watch-bell 
in a tempest, yet my most ardent wishes 
are daily offered up to our a 
nefactor, that salvation may rest on Zion, 
and a spirit of grace and supplication 
upon scattered Israel. 
The accounts which daily come to me, 


